Turtle Creek
“In the end, our society will be defined not only by
what we create but by what we refuse to destroy.”
— John C. Sawhill, former President & CEO
of the Nature Conservancy
Description: River access and easy trails mark Turtle Creek, the
93-acre tidal estuary straddling the Essex and Old Saybrook line.
The creek winds northward through extensive wetlands to a
narrow strip of beach along the Connecticut River. Higher
ground to the west borders South Cove in Essex.
History: Turtle Creek goes back a long way — Native Americans
drew water from the spring off the main trail. Later known as
Hayden Point after the property’s owner, Uriah Hayden, builder
of the war ship Oliver Cromwell, it was used as grazing land.
The pond was created for ice production.The bulk of the preserve
was donated to The Nature Conservancy by Dorothy S. Bowles,
wife of former Connecticut Governor and U.S. Secretary of State
Chester Bowles.
Flora and Fauna: Animal life includes turtles and other amphibians in the old ice pond. Bald eagles and osprey frequent the river
and cove, which is also home to ducks, swans and wading birds.
The wetlands abound with plant life, including jewelweed and
lady’s slipper orchids. Oak, birch and beech trees and mountain
laurel dominate the higher ground.
Location: In Essex/Old Saybrook — on Watrous Point Road, off
Route 154.

The Essex Land Trust
Our Vision and Mission
The Essex Land Trust is an independent nonprofit
organization supported by generous donations and
managed by a dedicated group of volunteers. Its Vision
is to preserve our community’s open space and natural
resources for the benefit of future generations.
To this end our Mission is to acquire open space by gift
or purchase and to protect the environment and the small
town character of the three villages, Essex, Centerbrook
and Ivoryton, which comprise the town of Essex and to
provide our community with passive recreational and
educational opportunities.
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To fulfill these objectives the Land Trust conserves wildlife
habitats, forests, fields, rivers, wetlands and scenic views
by maintaining properties in a natural state.
Become an Essex Land Trust Member
Members receive our newsletter, Essex Woods & Waters
and receive an invitation to our Annual Meeting. Members
also receive a calendar of Land Trust events, and email
updates, Conservators for Life are members who donate
$1500 in a given year. Their names are placed on the
bronze Conservators Plaque located at Cross Lots
Giving to the Essex Land Trust
Dues enable the Land Trust to identify and pursue future
open space opportunities, maintain the properties already
acquired, and educate the community on the importance
of our environmental heritage. Memberships are per family,
paid annually or as a Conservator for Life.
Land Acquisition Fund gifts are restricted to the purchase
of land or easements and to associated expenses, including
surveys and engineering studies.
Unrestricted gifts for the general purposes of the Land
Trust can be made at any time. Memorial gifts are always
appreciated.
As a 501(c)(3) Corporation, the Land Trust is a qualified
recipient of conservation land donations and easements.
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