Tiley-Pratt Pond Preserve
“I do not understand how anyone can live without
some small place of enchantment to turn to.”
— Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings, Cross Creek.
Tiley-Pratt Pond Preserve is an nine-acre, wooded gem hidden
away not far from the center of Essex, off Grandview Terrace to
Laurel Road.The single loop trail starts high up on a series of
rocky ledges, then descends steeply through the woods to the
pond.There,it continues along the water’s edge, offering open
views of the water, before climbing back to the heights.
History: Tiley-Pratt Pond is formed by a dam built in 1845 to
serve a small factory making ivory products. Later, it was home
to the Tiley-Pratt Co., which made bicycle spokes and button
hooks. The preserve was acquired from the son of Henry Kreis,
the famous sculptor, who grew up on the property and later
built his studio there.
Flora/Fauna: Waterfowl prize the shallow pond, which is home
to herons, egrets, geese and ducks.The new growth forest contains
young maple and oak trees. Laurel bushes grow along the ledges.
Fishway: Located at the north end of Tiley-Pratt Pond, a fishway
was installed in 2014 by The Nature Conservancy with support
from the Connecticut Department of Energy and Environment
and the Essex Land Trust. Intended to reestablish spawning habitat
for native anadromous (Alewife, Blue-backed Herring) and
catadromous species (American Eel), the fishway opens more
than two miles of new habitat for migrating fish.The design
consists of an entryway to calm and slow the dam overflow with
a series of ascending pools or a ladder where the pools are created
by small rock dams placed across the water flow. The migrating
fish are able to move up from pool to pool against the flow, until
they reach the top. The Fishway can best be seen from Dennison
Road where the Falls River crosses under the road.
Location: In Essex; on unmarked Kreis Lane off Laurel Road; look
for Essex Land Trust markers.

The Essex Land Trust
Our Vision and Mission
The Essex Land Trust is an independent nonprofit
organization supported by generous donations and
managed by a dedicated group of volunteers. Its Vision
is to preserve our community’s open space and natural
resources for the benefit of future generations.
To this end our Mission is to acquire open space by gift
or purchase and to protect the environment and the small
town character of the three villages, Essex, Centerbrook
and Ivoryton, which comprise the town of Essex and to
provide our community with passive recreational and
educational opportunities.
To fulfill these objectives the Land Trust conserves wildlife
habitats, forests, fields, rivers, wetlands and scenic views
by maintaining properties in a natural state.
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Become an Essex Land Trust Member
Members receive our newsletter, Essex Woods & Waters
and receive an invitation to our Annual Meeting. Members
also receive a calendar of Land Trust events, and email
updates, Conservators for Life are members who donate
$1500 in a given year. Their names are placed on the
bronze Conservators Plaque located at Cross Lots
Giving to the Essex Land Trust
Dues enable the Land Trust to identify and pursue future
open space opportunities, maintain the properties already
acquired, and educate the community on the importance
of our environmental heritage. Memberships are per family,
paid annually or as a Conservator for Life.
Land Acquisition Fund gifts are restricted to the purchase
of land or easements and to associated expenses, including
surveys and engineering studies.
Unrestricted gifts for the general purposes of the Land
Trust can be made at any time. Memorial gifts are always
appreciated.
As a 501(c)(3) Corporation, the Land Trust is a qualified
recipient of conservation land donations and easements.
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