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The Millrace The Essex Land Trust

Our Vision and Mission
The Essex LandTrust is an independent nonprofit
organization supported by generous donations and
managed by a dedicated group of volunteers. Its Vision
is to preserve our community’s open space and natural
resources for the benefit of future generations.

To this end our Mission is to acquire open space by gift
or purchase and to protect the environment and the small
town character of the three villages, Essex,Centerbrook
and Ivoryton,which comprise the town of Essex and to
provide our community with passive recreational and
educational opportunities.

To fulfill these objectives the LandTrust conserves wildlife
habitats, forests, fields, rivers,wetlands and scenic views
by maintaining properties in a natural state.

Become an Essex Land Trust Member
Members receive our newsletter, EssexWoods &Waters
and receive an invitation to our Annual Meeting.Members
also receive a calendar of LandTrust events, and email
updates,Conservators for Life are members who donate
$1500 in a given year. Their names are placed on the
bronze Conservators Plaque located at Cross Lots

Giving to the Essex Land Trust
Dues enable the LandTrust to identify and pursue future
open space opportunities,maintain the properties already
acquired, and educate the community on the importance
of our environmental heritage.Memberships are per family,
paid annually or as a Conservator for Life.

LandAcquisition Fund gifts are restricted to the purchase
of land or easements and to associated expenses, including
surveys and engineering studies.

Unrestricted gifts for the general purposes of the Land
Trust can be made at any time.Memorial gifts are always
appreciated.

As a 501(c)(3) Corporation, the LandTrust is a qualified
recipient of conservation land donations and easements.

“This is the spot – how mildly does the sun shine in
between the faded leaves! The air in the habitual
silence of this wood is more than silent.”

— William Wordsworth, Travelling

Description:The Millrace is a six-acre historic park on the Falls
River in Ivoryton.Named for the still visible millrace, or water
channel, it carried water downstream from the ivory factory mill
wheel.The half-mile trail crosses the river and the millrace on
wooden foot bridges.Historic markers along the way trace
Ivoryton’s history as a producer of ivory goods.

History:The Millrace’s western end was once a pond created by
an 1847 industrial dam. For years the ivory factory flooded the
wetlands east of the dam for public ice skating.The dam burst in
a 1982 flood that roared through Ivoryton leaving the remains of
the millrace still visible at the Ivory Street entrance.The Millrace
was made possible through the generosity of Herb and Sherry
Clark and Moeller Instruments. It was opened in May, 2008.

Flora and Fauna:Wetland areas produce vibrant vernal pools
in the spring, home to small amphibians and a host of plants.
The young growth forest surrounds a few older maples and wild
raspberry bushes attract wildlife from rabbits to coyotes. In spring,
The Millrace is alive with the sound of songbirds and its stream is
populated with brown trout, large-mouth bass, and pickerel among
other species.

Location: In Ivoryton – entrances on Ivory andWalnut Streets.
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