Osage Trails
“If we use up all the green grass and ponds and the
coves, there'll be nothing left for the future.”
— Elizabeth “Diz” Callendar
Description: Osage Trails is an eight-acre waterfront park with a
sweeping lawn, a waterside meadow and a patch of forest where
the Falls River forms Falls River Cove.The easy, well-marked loop
trail winds through woods and wetlands close to the water as
well as along higher ground inland.The Falls River estuary, including
Falls River Cove and Essex’s North Cove support a burgeoning
list of wildlife and vegetation.
Osage Trails was donated to the Essex Land Trust in 1998 by
Elizabeth “Diz” Callender. Born in 1915, Diz grew up on North
Main Street in an Essex that is wonderful to imagine — one
where trolleys ran, groceries were delivered by horse and wagon
and roads were still unpaved. She often went for walks with her
mother through River View Cemetery and along the cove to
Foxboro Point.
History: A stone bulkhead extending into the cove and a fieldstone building foundation on the loop trail are some of the remains
of the Williams’ shipbuilding yard.Across the cove from Osage
Trails there was a bustling shipyard producing ocean going sailing
ships for trade with the West Indies as well as for privateers, which
is why the British included it in their April 4, 1814 attack on Essex.
One of the ships destroyed at the time was the Osage, thereby
giving the property its name.A“stone water fence”is visible at low
tide;it was used in the ship building period to store lumber that was
brought down the Connecticut River from forests further north.
Flora and Fauna: Cedar tree stands are scattered among the
maples and oaks in the young forest.The cove waters attract
osprey from the nearby Connecticut River and is home to doublecrested cormorants along with wading birds such as herons, egrets
and several species of ducks.

The Essex Land Trust
Our Vision and Mission
The Essex Land Trust is an independent nonprofit
organization supported by generous donations and
managed by a dedicated group of volunteers. Its Vision
is to preserve our community’s open space and natural
resources for the benefit of future generations.
To this end our Mission is to acquire open space by gift
or purchase and to protect the environment and the small
town character of the three villages, Essex, Centerbrook
and Ivoryton, which comprise the town of Essex and to
provide our community with passive recreational and
educational opportunities.
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To fulfill these objectives the Land Trust conserves wildlife
habitats, forests, fields, rivers, wetlands and scenic views
by maintaining properties in a natural state.
Become an Essex Land Trust Member
Members receive our newsletter, Essex Woods & Waters
and receive an invitation to our Annual Meeting. Members
also receive a calendar of Land Trust events, and email
updates, Conservators for Life are members who donate
$1500 in a given year. Their names are placed on the
bronze Conservators Plaque located at Cross Lots
Giving to the Essex Land Trust
Dues enable the Land Trust to identify and pursue future
open space opportunities, maintain the properties already
acquired, and educate the community on the importance
of our environmental heritage. Memberships are per family,
paid annually or as a Conservator for Life.
Land Acquisition Fund gifts are restricted to the purchase
of land or easements and to associated expenses, including
surveys and engineering studies.

Other uses:
The park is kayak-accessible only at high tide and the open lawn
and meadow are ideal for picnicking.Two historic signs tell the
story of the Williams Complex and Shipyard and of the British
raid on Essex in 1814.

Unrestricted gifts for the general purposes of the Land
Trust can be made at any time. Memorial gifts are always
appreciated.

Location: In Essex – take Maple Avenue off North Main Street
onto Foxboro Point.

As a 501(c)(3) Corporation, the Land Trust is a qualified
recipient of conservation land donations and easements.
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